They don’t wear safety pins in their cheeks

which is basic rock ‘n’ roll music without the soci
~political‘overtones: T T T T
The Mabuhay recently had a Sacramento nigh
featured Ozzie and Permanent Wave, two local grou
There is no punk scene in Sacramento so the b
must travel 87 miles to be appreciated.

“What I like about punk or new wave,” says sing
Happy Jack of Ozzie, “is that it is:sti
undefined. It gives an opportunity for
expression in rock music.”

punk or new wave.
musical concepts long before w
wave,”’ says Jack, ‘“We're just
can play five nights a week. Wé
and that audience is open to new things.”
Like the hxppy movement of the ’60s, it a quest to be

explains, “What we
k’ is something

r something that is
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somebody arriving in a Rolls Royce or.whatever and
has sold a mlllion records he has by: circumstances

51m11ar to:what happened in England in
Is were formed.

{ alternative form of musical
ntertainment for the y ngland. Since there is a
epression going on there, jobs are scarce. A youngster
er goes to college, (their equivalent of our high
i0ol) or on the dole, a welfare program for the

Un }e to afford better than second hand, ragged
clothes andoften going without ‘food for days, the kids
could not afford to pay the high ticket prices for
concerts. So they formed their own bands.

As Johnny Rotten, lead singer of the Sex Pistols
explains,‘‘Everyone is so fed up with the old way. We
are constantly being dictated to by old farts who got
rich parents. (The big name bands) look down on us and
expect us to pay pounds to see them. And people allowed
it to happen. But now they’re not. Now there’s a hell of a
lot of new bands come up with exactly the opposite
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Punk rock much maligned
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:attitude. It’'s not condescending any more. It's plain
honesty. If you don’t like it, that’s fine. You're not

forced to like it through propaganda. People think that

we use propaganda, but we don’t. We’re not trying to be

commerical. We’re doing exactly what we want to do,

what we’ve always done.”

Somehow, however, they managed to make headlines
all over the world.

The most famous: incident was when Pistol’s bass
player Sid Vicious vomited on an elderly lady in an
airport. From that point on many thoughtthat punk
bands regularly vomited on their audience.

After their recent tour of America, the Sex Pistols
split up. They were becoming just like the bands they
loathed and that was perhaps the only way they could
prove their sincerity.

In addition to providing punk with its more sensa-

Dirk Dirksen, manager of the Mabuhay
Gardens

a sofa — _ that will make into a bed — and a gas
stove. His phone is _3&3__22‘08 . Today is Mer-
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tional aspects, the Pistols actually created the whole

scene. Vicious, for example, was the first to pogo.Pogo
cosists of jumping up and down with arms flailing and
head bobbing from side to side. He explained later, “I
just didn’t know how to dance.”

The domestic scene has none of the desperation of its
British counterpart. It’s a fad, a fashion.

“To me, this isn’t punk. . .it’s avante garde music
theater,” says Dirkson, ‘“The media’s fascination with
the violence associated with punk has given people the
wrong impression. To me, the violence is non-existant.
You see a lot of throwing of popcorn. Every once in a

- while, somebody will throw a fish...”

Happy Jack has had first hand experience, ‘“When
we played with the Weirdos and the Zeros, two L.A.
punk bands, the audience threw beer bottles at us. The
audience is very enthusiastic. . .there’s no real vicious-
ness, just youthful high splrits.”

Dane Henas of Permanent Wave relates a typical
incident, “‘Some guy was spitting at our lead singer, so
he took a big mouth full of beer. He kept making faces
at the guy until he was about a foot away and just let
him have it. The guy ran into the restroom The
audience loved it. "’

The Mabuhay audience also consists of the curious.
Henas says, “I think it’s on the gray line tours . You see
guys in suits with their wives. After all, it is on
Broadway and that in itself attracts a lot of people.”

Dirkson sees it as “living theatre. The audience is a
part of it. . .everybody is a part of it.”

The fans are devoted to the bands because they re
accessible. If punk -goes the way of the corporate
product, it just:won’tbe the same. Sophistication would
completely ruin it.

Elvis Costello, Graham Parker and Rumour, The
Ramones, the Slits (a female ‘group), the Damned, the
Vibrators and others have been signed to major record
labels and-are being heavily promoted.

It’s the first: time since the ’60s that record
companies are again signing groups wholesale.

Whether avante garde, punk, new wave or just basic *

rock ‘n’ roll, it’s a new form of expression and fashion
for young people and not likely to disappear
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bassist for Ozzie
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